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Introduction 

In the philosophy of science, and especially in the humanities, the definition and understanding 

of the concepts and subjects under study have different and even contradictory ontological and 

epistemological foundations. In other words, recognizing a concept in different schools can have 

conflicting definitions. Therefore, defining the theoretical framework for recognizing a 

fundamental concept is one of the most fundamental principles in studying and understanding 

concepts and subjects. In the geographical sciences one of the concepts and paradigms that 

determine the epistemological domain of cultural geography is its interpretation in different 

philosophical-political schools, including different constructivism. In general, the most important 

intellectual axioms of constructivism and its assumptions include the importance of semantic 

structure in the formation and development of reality, the role of identity in shaping the interests 

and actions of states, the importance of formative explanation rather than causal explanation that 

all constructivists view reality as socially constructed. In this study, it is attempted to provide a 

critical look at cultural geography in the school of structuralism by referring to the valid 

theoretical documentation. 

Materials and Methods 

This study aims at explaining the concept of cultural geography and understanding the causes of 

cultural territorial changes within the framework of constructivism school with a qualitative and 

content approach. In this regard, in order to achieve a universal scientific theory in this research, 

it has been attempted to extract the foundations of the concept of cultural geography in accordance 

with the teachings and theories existing in the school of structuralism. And then, with a critical 

look at the methodology and how knowledge is acquired and the solution of spatial unknowns in 

cultural geography were defined. 

Discussion and Results 

The findings of the study indicate that the ontological domain of cultural geography is a subset of 

geographical sciences stemming from the inter-conceptual structure of a common human 

community in a distinct socio-cultural domain. In this regard, the most important constructivist 

ideas in explaining and analyzing cultural geography can be mentioned as following: 

1- In this discourse, processes and symbols in the geographical space are constructed through 

structured social patterns and are subject to social and historical change. In this regard, the 

constructivist view of the geographical space has been constructed and discussed by social 

practices and in the analysis of the construction of space the historical sociological approach is 

given more priority. 

2- One of the most important consequences of the belief in constructivism is the formation of the 

geographical extent of sovereignty and the eligibility of affairs by a culture in a particular 

geographical area. These understandings and expectations are created as a result of the interaction 

and build on that cultural realm. On the other hand, as mentioned above, human relation to the 

territory is more than economic considerations and has emotional and psychological links, finding 

the emotional burden of a given territory gives rise to a sense of territoriality and strives to defend 

the territory and its interests in society.  
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This process leads to the emergence of a naturalistic territorial action that is manifested within 

cultural boundaries and by differentiation with other cultures. 

3- According to this view, the formation of the development process in a cultural-spatial domain 

requires stimulating specific values and behavioral patterns among the general public. On the one 

hand, society is a kind of social system that is shaped by the interactions of individuals and 

institutions in society. In fact, the social system is the result of social relations, and social relations 

are not deterministic and dogmatic, unlike natural relations, and can change over time under the 

influence of factors. Obviously, the prerequisite for economic development is to bring about 

change in the culture of society. 

4- From the methodological point of view of constructivism, the general principles of positivism 

based on the knowledge of the channel of experience have been rejected, and space is considered 

in contrast to the concept of Cartesian abstract and absolute space. In this notion, space is the 

product of the socio-cultural interactions that result from the interconnection of humans and 

communities in ecosystems. Therefore, it is not possible to adopt descriptive-analytical 

approaches based on empirical attitudes to space within this theoretical framework. 

Conclusions 

As mentioned earlier, in the structuralism perspective the dialectic (movement and contradiction) 

formed in concrete and abstract structures, is derived from the activation of the cultural processes 

that govern them by controlling spatial routines. The evolution of geographic space depends on a 

source of power and authority, which may not be a source of political power or authority, and in 

the construction of this source of power comes from the functioning of cultural discourses. 

Keywords: Territory- Ontology - Constructivism- Cultural Geography. 

  



Arid Regions Geography Studies; Volume 7; Number 25; Autumn 2016 

References  

1- Abdekhodaei, Ali (2015). Explore ways in the modern state, Methodology quarterly, Vol 21, 

No. 84. [In Persian]. PP57-85.     

2- Alder, Alfred (2005). Communitarian international relation, the epistemic foundation of 

international relation, London, Newyork: Routledge. 
3- Ashly, R, K (1987). The Geopolitics of Space, Toward a Critical Social Theory of 

International Politics, Alternatives Journal, Vol, 12, No. 4, PP403- 434. 

4- Atkinson, R.F (2000); Knowledge and explanation in history: An introduction to the 

philosophy of history publisher [in Persian] ., translated by Hossienali Nouzari, Tehran: Nye  

5- Behfrouz, Fatemeh(2005); Philosophy and methodology of scientific research in Geography, 

Tehran: Tehran university press[in Persian].   
6- Berger, Peter L. & Luckmann, Thomas (1996). The Social construction of reality: a treatise 

in the Sociology of Knowledge, Translated by Fariborz Majidi, Tehran: Scientific and 

institution publisher [in Persian].  

7- Checkel, T. (1999). Norms and domestic politics; Birding the rationalist- Constructivist, 

European journal of international relation, No.3, PP473-495. 

8- Dalby, Simon (2014). Imperialism, Domination, Culture: the continued relevance of critical 

geopolitics; Geopolitics journal, January 2014, DOI: 10.1080/14650040802203679, PP 413-

434. 

9- Dilthey, Wilhelm (2013); Translated by Manouchehre Sanei, Tehran: Ghoghnous publisher. 

[in Persian].  

10- Driver, Flix (2013). Research in historical geography and in the history and philosophy of 

geography in the UK, 2001- 2011: An overview, journal of historical geography, 

doi.org/10.1016/j.jhg.2013.07.011, PP 203-211. 

11- Gholamrezakashi, Mohammadjavad (2002). Ethics and cultural programming, Public culture 

quarterly, Vol.4, No.33. PP45-69. [In Persian]. 

12- Hafeznia, Mohammadreza (2014); Philosophy of geography; Journal of Spatial Planning; vol 

18, no.2. PP 27-56[in Persian].     

13- Javan, Jafar & Daleil, Saeed, Salmani moghadam(2013); space dialectic from the perspective 

Lefebvre, Vol3, no12, P1-17. [in Persian].    

14- Jordan, Terry & Rowntree, Lester (2001). The human mosaic: A thematic introduction to 

cultural geography, Translated by Seemin Tavalayei & Mohammad Soliymani, publisher of 

Culture, Art and Communication institution [in Persian].  
15- Kamran, Hassan, Afzali, Rasoul, Tajdouzeyan, Hamid (2012).  Geopolitical analysis of the 

cultural geography situation in relations between Iran and the United States from the 

perspective of constructivism, No. 34. Pp25-45.[In Persian].     
16- Kazemi, Ali Asghar(1995). Policy analysis, quantitative methods in international politics, 

Tehran: Publications Office of Political and International Studies of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs [in Persian]. 

17- Lashgari Tafreshi, Ehsan & Ahmadi, Abbas (2016). Principals of Cultural geography with 

emphasis on cultural geography of Iran, Tehran: Samt [in Persian].  

18- Lashgari Tafreshi, Ehsan (2014). City and politics, New approaches in urban political 

geography, Tehran: Entekhab [in Persian]. 
19- Leo Strauss (1994); What is political philosophy? and other Studies; translated by Farhang 

Rajaei, Tehran: Scientific and Cultural institution press [in Persian].  

20- Linklater, Andrew (2006). Idealism and Realism, Translated by lyla Sazgar, Tehran: 

Publications Office of Political and International Studies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

[in Persian].  

21- Linklater, Andrew (2007). International relations: Critical concepts in political science, 

translated by Alireza Teyeb, Tehran: Publications Office of Political and International Studies 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs [in Persian].   

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhg.2013.07.011


Arid Regions Geography Studies; Volume 7; Number 25; Autumn 2016 

22- Lorimer, Hayden (2008). Cultural geography, non- representational condition and concerns, 

Progress in human geography, DOI: 10.1177/0309132507086882, P 551-559. 

23- Mahdavi, Masoud & Ahmadi, Ali (2011). Cultural geography, explain the theoretical and 

methodological; application in the study of cultural regions, Cultural research quarterly, Vol 

12, No.13.PP. 155-183. [in Persian].  

24- Malinowski, Bronislaw (2000). Scientific theory of culture, translated by Majid Zarein, 

Tehran: Gamenou [in Persian].  

25- Marsh, David & Stoker, Gerry (1999). Theory and methods in political science. translated by 

Amirmohammad Hajiyousefi, Tehran: Strategic study institution [in Persian]. 

26- Mehri, Bahar (2011). The principles of cultural studies, Tehran: Samt[[in Persian].  

27- Milner, Andrew & Browitt, Jeff (2008). Contemporary cultural theory: an introduction, 

Translated by Jamale Mohammadi [in Persian].  

28- Moeni alamdari, Jahangir (2009); Methodology of new theories of politics (positivism and 

post positivism), Tehran: Tehran university press. [in Persian].  

29- Moghemi, Ibrahim (2012), The philosophy of environmental changes, Tehran: Tehran 

university press. PP.107-136 [in Persian].  

30- Momenei, Mostafa (2004). The relationship between religion and environment with 

dialectical approach, Proceedings of tenth geographic Iranian Congress. [in Persian]. 

31- Mosaei, Mesam (2008). Religion, Development and Culture, Tehran: Jamehshenasan [in 

Persian]. 
32- Motaghi, Afshin & Rashidi, Mostafa (2015); Geography, constructionism and realistic 

explanation of the construction of geopolitics, Geography and development quarterly, Vol 39, 

Summer 2015. [in Persian].     
33- Motaghi, Ibrahim & Kazemi, Hojat (2007); Constructivism, identity, language and foreign 

policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Politics quarterly, Vol37, No4, PP 204-225. [in 

Persian].  

34- Nazari, Ali Ashraf & Sahrayei, Alireza(2015). Ontology of constructivist approach and reread 

its Analytical Perspectives, Methodology quarterly, Vol 21, No. 83. PP.63- 92 [in Persian].  

35- Pahlevan, Changez(2009). Culture and civilization, Tehran: Nye publisher [in Persian].    

36- Peck, Jamie & Wills, Jane (2000). What is geography, Antipode journal, volume 32, no1, PP 

87-96. 
37- Popper, Karl Raimund (2002), Realism and the aim of science, translated by Ahmad Aram, 

Tehran: Soroush publisher [in Persian]. 

38- Pourahmad, Ahmad (2007); The scope and philosophy of geography, Tehran: Tehran 

university press. [in Persian].  

39- Ramesht, Mohammadhossien (2009); Space in geomorphology, spatial planning journal, Vol 

14, no4. Pp. 111-136[in Persian].      

40- Sadough, Hassan & Saeedi, Abbas (1998); Space system as the essence of geographical 

studies, Geography, Vol 4, No10,11. Pp1-22. [In Persian].    

41- Saeedi, Abbas(1988). Islamic vision and geographic phenomena, Mashhad: Astane Ghods 

publisher[in Persian].   

42- SalehiAmiri, Reza & Azeemi, Reza (2008). Foundations of cultural policy and planning, 

Tehran: Strategic research institution [In Persian].     
43- Shakouei, Hossein (2004); new thoughts in philosophy of geography; Tehran: Getashenasi 

publisher. [In Persian].   

44- Shurmer-Smith, Pamela (2013). Doing cultural geography, translated by Ali Ahmadi, Tehran: 

Imam Sadegh university publisher[In Persian].   

45- Soroush, Abdoulkarim (1996); What is science? What is philosophy? Tehran: Serat Cultural 

Institute [in Persian].  

46- Wendt, Alexander (2005). Social theory of international politics, Translated by Homira 

Mosherzadeh, Tehran: Publications Office of Political and International Studies of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs [in Persian].  



Arid Regions Geography Studies; Volume 7; Number 25; Autumn 2016 

47- Youngs, G. (2008). International relations in a global age, a concept challenge, Cambridge: 

polity press. 


