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Extended Abstract 

Introduction 

Lefebvre's theory of space production has received very much attention. This is particularly 

important that it systematically integrates the categories of city and space as a comprehensive and 

comprehensible social theory. Lefebvre's theory of space production has been remarkable in 

recent years and has responded well to the many questions posed in the early 1970s. Lefebvre's 

point of departure is three dialectically intertwined processes of production. The three aspects of 

space production should be understood as those that are essentially of equal value. Space is 

perceived, imagined and lived at once. The core of the theory of space production identifies three 

moments of production: first, material production; second, knowledge production; and, third, the 

production of meaning. Space is understood in an active sense and as a web of interconnected 

relationships that are constantly being produced and reproduced. 

Materials and Methods 

Lefebvre's theory of space production has received very much attention. This is particularly 

important that it systematically integrates the categories of city and space as a comprehensive and 

comprehensible social theory. Lefebvre's theory of space production has been remarkable in 

recent years and has responded well to the many questions posed in the early 1970s. Lefebvre's 

point of departure is three dialectically intertwined processes of production. The three aspects of 

space production should be understood as those that are essentially of equal value. Space is 

perceived, imagined and lived at once. The core of the theory of space production identifies three 

moments of production: first, material production; second, knowledge production; and, third, the 

production of meaning. Space is understood in an active sense and as a web of interconnected 

relationships that are constantly being produced and reproduced. 

Discussion and Results 

Lefebvre developed a dialectic based on one of the teachings of Karl Marx, the Earth, by adding 

a more modern element of its equivalent, space, changing from the form of the dialectic (binary) 

to trialectic (ternary) form. Thus, the element of time and space-place, both of which included 

the categories raised in the twenty-first century, entered the dialectical process. Lefebvre 

developed the trialectic by extending the concept of space and dialectical materialism. He 

criticized Hegelian and Marxian dialectics, their attempts to resolve their binary oppositions was 

not succeeded, and linked dialectics to social material reality through the category of space. 

Lefebvre complemented the space in traditional dialectics of history and time to follow the 

material context of space production. With triangulation, Lefebvre showed the "production of 

space" on the basis of the triple dialectics of space, thereby placing space at the center of 

contemporary socio-political theories. 

In Lefebvre's theory, space is examined through three aspects as the perceived, conceived, and 

lived. This model reflects the unity among physical, mental and social space. The first space of 
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this triple space as a physical form and real space is the space which has been created and used. 

The second part, as a mental structure, is the space which has been conceived. The space of 

knowledge, recognition, logic of maps and mathematics is as the space of geographers and urban 

planners and space explorers. The third part of observing the space is like as reality and 

imagination, production, modification, and change over time and thought of using from it, is the 

space that is represented by symbol and meaning. A very important feature of Lefebvre's approach 

is to transcend philosophy and theory, and to arrive at action. Lefebvre uses all his efforts to 

protect content from the form, from existence against thought and from material social reality 

against the pure idea. He shows by expanding the content that our knowledge is limited by the 

restriction of content and social form. Lefebvre argues that the transformation of social relations 

means the transformation of spatial social relations, in other words, the creation of a new free 

space. In addition to being a concrete materiality, the social space also has a concept of thought 

and emotion, and includes experience. When we look at the origin and the social perspective, 

there are no materiality or material actions alone and without thought that directs them and 

represent them, without the lived and experienced component. In fact, space does not exist by 

itself, but is understood in a functionalist sense and continuously produced and reproduced. 

Conclusions 

The results of the study show that what is important for spatial representation in the present study 

is its abstractness and reasonableness and its reliance on planning, because politicians in their 

political decisions and urban planners inevitably need to study the representation of urban spaces 

in order to present urban plans and projects. Mental images, on the other hand, are the result of 

interactions between humans and the environment and include the one's mental awareness of the 

environment. Therefore, the study of mental images is the starting point for any analysis in the 

field of human-environment interaction. It can be stated that in the formation of the mental image, 

first, the environment of the city is perceived and then conceived, and the third aspect of this is 

the production of meaning and symbol, and in this regard it can be said that the mental image is 

always produced and reproduced. 
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 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 jo

ur
na

ls
.h

su
.a

c.
ir

 o
n 

20
23

-0
5-

23
 ]

 

                               2 / 3

http://journals.hsu.ac.ir/jarhs/article-1-1443-en.html


Arid Regions Geography Studies; Volume 9; Number 33; Autumn 2018 

References  

1- Appleyard, D. (1976). Planning a pluralist city: Conflicting realities in Ciudad Guayana. MIT 

Press. 

2- Bahreini, Hossein (1382). Urban Design Process; First Edition, Tehran University Press, 

Tehran. 

3- Elden, S. (2004). Understanding Henri Lefebvre: Theory and the Possible; Continuum, 

London. 

4- Filomena, G., Verstegen, J. A., & Manley, E. (2019). A computational approach to ‘The 

Image of the City’. Cities, 89, 14-25.  

5- Ginzarly, M., Roders, A. P., & Teller, J. (2019). Mapping historic urban landscape values 

through social media. Journal of Cultural Heritage, 36, 1-11. 

6- Golledge, R. G. (Ed.). (1999). Wayfinding behavior: Cognitive mapping and other spatial 

processes. JHU press.  

7- Goonewardena, K., Kipfer, S., Milgrom, R., & Schmid, C. (Eds.). (2008). Space, difference, 

everyday life: reading Henri Lefebvre. Routledge.  

8- Gregory, D. (1994). Geographical imaginations. Blackwell. 

9- Harvey, D. (1989). The Condition of Postmodernity (Vol. 14). Oxford: Blackwell.  

10- Javan, Jaefar, Saeed Dalil & Mohammad Salmani mogadam (1392). Space Dialectic from 

Lefebvre's Perspective; Arid Regions Geographic Studies, Third Year, No. 12: 17-1. 

11- Kalantari, Hussein & Haniya Akhovat (1395). Urban Landscape Planning; Tehran, Shahid 

Beheshti University Jahade Daneshgahi, Second Edition.  
12- LANG, J. (1987) “Creating Architectural Theory”, Van Nostrand Reinhold, New York. 

13- Lefebvre, H. (1991). The production of space; Translated by Nicholson-Smith, D., Blackwell: 

Oxford. 

14- Lynch, K. (1960). The image of the city; MIT Press. 

15- Madanipour, A. (1996). “Design of Urban Space”, John Wiley and Sons Ltd, England. 

16- Pakzad, Jahanshah (1393). Feast of Thoughts in Urbanism; 3 Armanshahr Publications, Third 

Edition, Tehran. 

17- Polic, M., et al. (2005). A cognitive map of Slovenia: Perceptions of the regions. International 

Journal of Psychology, 40(1): 27-35. 

18- Rapoport, Amos (1982). The Meaning of the Build Environment, A Nonverbar 

Communication Approach; Sage Publication.  

19- Sabounchi, Zohreh, Jaefar Javan, Hamid Shayan & Omid Ali Kharazmi (1394). The decoding 

of the phenomenon of globalization by the reliance on the Lefebvre trilateral conceptual 

framework; Arid Regions Geographic Studies, fifth year, No. 20: 17-1. 

20- Sattari, Sahand (1394). Henri Lefebvres triple dialectic of space production, philosophical 

essays, twenty-eight No: 114-85. 

21- Shakuei, Hossein (1386). New Trends in the Philosophy of Geography, Vol. I; Gitashnasi 

Publications, Ninth Edition, Tehran. 

22- Shakuei, Hossein (1393). New Trends in the Philosophy of Geography, Vol. 2; Gitashnasi 

Publications, Tenth Edition, Tehran. 
23- Sönmez, B. E., & Önder, D. E. (2019). The influence of GPS-based navigation systems on 

perception and image formation: A case study in urban environments. Cities, 86, 102-112.  
24- Teelucksingh, C. (2002). Spatiality and environmental justice in Parkdale (Toronto). 

Ethnologies, 24(1), 119-141. 

25- Tribe, Micheal (1974). Stadtgestaltung Theorie and Praxis, Bertelsmann. 

26- Turkaman, Aydin & Anahid Shirkhodaei (1394). Production of Henri Lefebvres Space; 

Journal of Culture and Media, Fourth Edition, No. 14: 30-11. 

27- Tversky, B. (1991). Spatial mental models. Psychology of Learning and Motivation, 27, 109-

145.  

28- Watkins, C. (2005). Representations of space, spatial practices and spaces of representation: 

An application of Lefebvre’s spatial triad. Culture and Organization, 11(3), 209-220. 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 jo

ur
na

ls
.h

su
.a

c.
ir

 o
n 

20
23

-0
5-

23
 ]

 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               3 / 3

http://journals.hsu.ac.ir/jarhs/article-1-1443-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

